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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Cuban Cardina Jaime Ortega said government continued to ignore the Roman Catholic Church, and always
tense relations had not changed five years after Pope John Paul 11 visited the idand. "Relations with the
Cuban government remain essentially the same. Thereis no substantial change (...) The socia-politica
spaceisawaysvery limited and it appears often the church isignored,” Ortega said, in declarationsto the
press after opening a Havana art exhibit. Christmas Day holiday was banned in 1969 by Fidel Castro's
government and only restored in 1997 on the eve of the pope's visit. Church officials complain that while
the government now recognizes Christmas as a holiday, it does nothing to encourage the religious nature of
the day. (January, Domestic Affairs)

Cardinal Jaime Ortega, Archbishop of Havana and main figure of the Catholic Church in Cuba, clarified
that Pope John Paul |1 received in the Vatican Cuban dissident Oswaldo Paya Sardifias as a courtesy not to
be interpreted as an offer of support. “The church does not support any political projects’, said Ortegain
reference to Payd s activities. (January, Domestic Affairs)

The diocese in the province of Holguin has organized gatherings of familiesin response to the Fourth
World Meeting of the Families that will take place in Manila, the Philippines. The meeting in Holguin
intends to act in response to the difficult times that the “basic cell” of Cuban society is going through. The
meeting will also mark the fifth anniversary of the Pope’ svisit to Cubaand hiswords: “jCuba: take care of
your families so that your heart stays wholesome!” (January, Domestic Affairs)

During an interview in the Vatican, Havana Cardinal, Jaime Ortega, said that after the Pope’ svisit to the
idand thereisahighly politicized climate in Cuba: “Asif it were areaction to the new winds brought by



the Holy father, there has been afall back to ideology which has become more and more persistent. There
has been areturn to the old propaganda which seemed left behind”(...) “The church is not being attacked.
Not directly. But thereis a comeback of the ideathat in the name of the revolution you have to surrender
your soul and sacrifice everything.” (February, Domestic Affairs)

In apastoral letter Cardina Jaime Ortega Alamino, Archbishop of Havana, advocated for urgent economic
and socia changes that give Cubans “the hope to attain calmly a better futurein their own homeland.” In
the document titled “No hay Patriasin virtud”, Ortega makes a comprehensive analysis of the most
pressing issuesin Cuban society. Among them he includes the crisis in the Cuban family by pointing out
that “the family is more important than the State and its well-being can never be renounced at the state’ s
demands.” (February, Domestic Affairs)

Monsignor Agustin Roman, auxiliary bishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Miami, urged Cuban exilesto
promote the pastoral letter on sociad and economic reform issued by Cardinal Jaime Ortega Alamino,
archbishop of Havana. Roman also asked exiles to refrain from insulting or making personal attacks against
the Cuban prelate. Exile leaders and analysts called comments by Ortega, the highest Catholic Church
officia in Cuba, the latest sign of frustration with the regime's resistance to economic and social reforms.
(March, Exile Community)

Fidel Castro made what he called a gesture of "peace and justice” to the Catholic Church, attending the
opening of aconvent of Brigittine nunsin Havana. Cuba's communist government donated the colonia
palace of a Spanish count to house the convent in Old Havana. Castro said the convent's opening marked
the fifth anniversary of the 1998 visit to Cubaby Pope John Paul 11, who he praised for his effortsto
prevent war in the Gulf. The event was attended by two cardinas, the Pope's envoy, Cardinal Crescenzio
Sepe, the Archbishop of Guadalgjara, Cardinal Juan Sandoval Ifiiguez, and Italy's deputy foreign minister,
Mario Baccinni. But the Archbishop of Havana, Cardinal Jaime Ortega, was notably absent, pointing to
tensions between the church'sleader in Cuba and the Castro government, which the prelate publicly
criticized in arecent pastoral letter. (March, Domestic Affairs)

Warming up to the Roman Catholic Church while maintaining a distance from local church officias, Fidel
Castro exchanged medals with the worldwide leader of an order of nunsthat opened a convent in Havana.
During a ceremony at the Palace of Revolution where he keeps his offices, Castro bestowed the medal of
the Order of Felix Varela, First Grade, to Mother Telka Famiglietti, general abbess of the Order of the Most
Holy Savior of St. Brigid. The abbess then bestowed on Castro one of her religious order's honor, the
Ecumenical Crosswith the Star of the Commander of St. Brigid. (March, Domestic Affairs)

The Cuban Catholic Church urged the governments of Cuba and the United States “to embark once and for
all on the path to harmony” for the sake of the citizens of both countriesin an article printed in “ Palabra
Nueva,” a magazine published by the Archdiocese of Havana. The article also added that citizens from both
countries are trapped between “the anvil and the hammer” and harmony would i mprove bilateral relations.
The article-- signed by the Church spokesman Orlando Mérquez -- pointed out that the hostile statements
from both sides aswell as the laws affecting relations between their citizens “ are ethically reprehensible.”
(April, US-Cuba Relations)

Cuba's Roman Cathalic cardinal defended the church's role on the communist-run island, rejecting criticism
that it was not doing enough to support the political opposition. Cardinal Jaime Ortega has called for
political freedom in communist-run Cuba but said the church will not join forces with opponents of Fidel
Cadtro. "The church's mission is not to be the opposition party that unfortunately does not exist in Cuba,"
Cardinal Ortega said in atalk on the future of Cuba. "'l wish there were one, two or three different parties,
but there are not," he said. Cardinal Jaime Ortega also called for reconciliation among Cuban Catholics
during the conference attended by hundreds of people. The audience included US Interests Section Chief
James Cason and other foreign diplomats, opposition members and well-known cultural figures with tiesto
Fidel Castro's government. "The church's mission is not to be on the side of the opposition,” said Ortega,
the Archbishop of Havana and the island's only Roman Catholic cardinal. "In the same way, you cannot ask
the church to support the government.” (May, Domestic Affairs)



Palabra Nueva, a magazine published by the Archdiocese of Havana, made reference to the sentences
handed down to 75 Cuban political dissidents and the firing-squad execution of three young men who
hijacked a passenger boat in Havana. The magazine also published aletter from Pope John Paul 11 to the
Cuban government. (June, Domestic Affairs)

In aninterview for an Italian magazine, Cuban Cardinal Jaime Ortega said that freedom of worship without
religious freedom isthe reality the Cuban Catholic Church must struggle against everyday. This means an
enormous hurdle for charity endeavoursin a society that barely tolerates religion. Religious freedom entails
the "possibility to disseminate the Christian perspective on the larger social and ethical issues, and
therefore, have access to the media, which are all State-owned in this country," explained the Archbishop of
Havana, in the interview for Famiglia Cristiana. (July, Domestic Affairs)

Thefeast of Our Lady of Charity, the patroness of Cuba, is marked by the Roman Catholic faithful with 50
processionsin various parts of the island. The Catholic Bishops Conference said the government had
denied permission for 14 other processions to honor the patroness:. three of them in the province of
Camagliey, threein Ciego de Avila, six in Santa Claraand two in Cienfuegos. Public processions are
scheduled at Our Lady of Charity Parish in Havana, where Cardina Archbishop Jaime Ortegawill say
Mass, and in 8 city parishes. Processionswill also be held in 9 dioceses. The government authorized the
broadcast on loca radio of sermons by two bishops. (September, Domestic Affairs)

The Cuban Roman Catholic Church called on Fidel Castro's government to allow more religious, political
and economic freedom, and begin a dial ogue toward national reconciliation. The Cuban Conference of
Bishops expressed its concern over the government's "return to language and methods used during the first
years of therevolution," asking it to release 75 dissidents sentenced to average 19-year prison terms earlier
thisyear in the most severe repression in decades. "We once again ask the country's authorities for a
gesture of clemency for these people in prison, above all taking humanitarian considerations for their age,
state of health, and gender," said the document by the Cuban Bishops Conference. "It is preoccupying that
currently al thoughts and actions which do not coincide with officia ideology are considered lacking in
legality, disqualified and combated without taking into account the truth and goodness they might possess,”
said the Cuban Conference of Bishopsin the statement, which marked the feast day of Cuba's patron saint,
the Virgin of Charity. The bishops also criticized the summary firing-squad execution of three Cubans who
hijacked a Havana Bay ferry in April to try to reach Florida. [ The Social Pressence of the Church]
(September, Domestic Affairs)

Havana's Archbishop, Jaime Ortega, said that the dial ogue between Pope John Paul 11 and Fidel Castro
continues. " Speaking in Havana John Paul 11 said that, even if difficult, it isthrough dial ogue that
differences can be overcome," said Ortegain an interview published by the Italian daily La Nazione. "This
was recently reiterated by Cardinal (Angelo) Sodano (Secretary of State), in reply to aquestion from a
journalist that the Pope does not regret carrying on the dialogue”, he added. (September, Domestic Affairs)

Spanish priest Pablo Fuentes, of the Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary, |eft for Argentina after the official
from the Cuban Central Committee of the Communist party in charge of religious affairsinformed him that
his permit to stay on the idand would not be extended. In May, authorities had banned a procession
organized by Fuentes because according to them he was not trustworthy. (September, Domestic Affairs)

The Catholic Church is still facing obstaclesin Cuba, says the archbishop of Havana. Cardinal Jaime
Ortega, who visited Italy recently, spoke to Catholicsin Milan about the situation of the Church in Cuba. In
aninterview Ortega said that little or nothing has changed on the idand. "Criticisms and arguments with
some foreign governments have inflamed political life. However (...) daily life has neither improved nor
worsened". Referring to limitations imposed on the Church activities, Cardina Ortega said that the
Church's presence continuesto be very limited at the level of education and the media. "The Office of
Religious Affairs of the Central Committee of the Communist Party is always hovering over us. It isan
organ of control which limitsthe evangelizing action of the Church. For the Cuban state, the Church is
either an aly or an enemy -- anideological view that does not take into account the Church's authentic
nature and mission in the world", he added. (October, Domestic Affairs)


http://www.vozcatolica.org/instruccion.htm

Thousands of Cubans gathered outside the church in El Rincdn, near Havana, to venerate San Lazaro,
known as "the miracle worker," in one of the communist island's most popular religious traditions, a
seamless amalgamation of Christian beliefs and African practices. Believers from all around Cuba began to
congregate outside the church and packed into the building, ready to spend the pre-dawn hours together
awaiting the morning Mass celebrated by Cardinal Jaime Ortega, Havana's Catholic archbishop. Although
the Roman Catholic Church does not recognize San Lazaro - the crippled Lazarus mentioned in one of
Jesus New Testament parables- heis Cuba's unofficial patron saint of beggars and among the island's most
venerated. In hishomily, Cardinal Ortegawarned believers against superstitions and spells, aluding to
Santeria, whose practices are similar to Voodoo. "Nobody knows the future but God (...) our hopeisin
God," said Ortega, blasting those who try "to distort” religion with feelings of vengeance or violence and
those who expect to gain favor fromiit. . (EFE, 17/12/03, Domestic Affairs)

The Cuban Catholic Church has proclaimed 2004 the"Y ear of the Family," Cardina Jaime Ortega Alamino
said in apastoral letter. "How much familieswant to enjoy afull and happy life over Christmas!" the
archbishop of Havana said. "But it turns out, we're always missing something: health, better economic
prospects, that our wishes come true." "Something is almost dways missing,” he said. "Loved ones who
have left to meet the Lord; loved ones far away, living outside Cuba, and Cuban familiesfeel thisabsence."
Ortega Alamino called on parishionersto endure their hardships with faith. (December, Domestic Affairs)

CULTURE

150™ Anniversary of José Marti’s Birth

Countless activities to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Cuba's National Hero José Marti
are taking place across theisland. Fidel Castro attended the opening of a sample of wax sculptures, paying
tribute to the Cuban national hero. More than 20,000 students marched through the streets of downtown
Havanain the traditional Torchlight March. Beginning at the University of Havana, the march ended with a
huge rally attended by Rall Castro, Second Secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba. The annual march
was first held on this date 50 years ago, in 1953, when Fidel Castro and other university students and
activists organized the event to commemorate the 100th anniversary of José Marti”s birth and, at the same
time, protest the dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista. (January, Domestic Affairs)

More than 24,000 grade school students gathered at Havana's Plaza de la Revolucion for agigantic parade
and cultural activity, complete with poetry readings, music and dancing. Schools and work centers across
theidland all held specia activitiesto commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Cuba's National
Hero, José Marti, on January 28, 1853. (January, Domestic Affairs)

The International Conference for World Equilibrium istaking place in Havana, with the participation of
over 500 experts from more than 30 countries. Delegates to the meeting, underway at Havana's
International Convention Center, are focussing on an analysis of culture and its present day challenges.
Organized to coincide with the 150th anniversary of José Marti”s birth, conference participants are also
looking at the influence of Marti”s thoughts and writings on culture and education. (January, Domestic
Affairs)

Representatives of Masonic lodges from over 10 countries of Latin Americaand Europe are meeting in
Havanato pay homage to José Marti, who was one of its most prominent members. This year marksthe
150th anniversary of Marti’ s birth. (January, Domestic Affairs)

Book Fairs

The 12th International Book Fair opened at the San Carlos de la Cabafia Fortress, Havana, in a ceremony
attended by Fidel Castro, Latin American political and cultural personalities and diplomats accredited in
Cuba. Thisyear'sforum is dedicated to the Andean community countries, represented by a comprehensive
selection of itsrich culture. The Fair also includes astrong literary and academic program plus a special
tribute to Cuban poet, narrator and essayist Pablo Armando Fernandez. (February, Domestic Affairs)



Patricia Gutiérrez, daughter of moderate Cuban exile Eloy Gutiérrez Menoyo, launched her “Cuban Culture
Collection” at the HavanaBook Fair. The collection includes some controversial titles by authorsliving on
theidand and abroad. She admitted that the spreading of the literary worksis limited to the Fair only,
because there is always the possibility of opposition by the Cuban Government to distribute the work of a
particular author throughout the island. (February, Domestic Affairs)

Cuban cultura authorities prevented writer Félix Luis Vierafrom launching his novel “Un ciervo herido” at
the XI1 International Book Fair of Havana, said (undisclosed) sourcesto the press. The Puerto Rican
publishing house “Plaza Mayor” said that the Vieradidn’t attend the Havana Book Fair dueto alleged
health reasons; but other sources from the island said that “there were pressures from high levels’ to
suspend the launching of Viera s novel. (February, Domestic Affairs)

The 12th Havana International Book Fair will travel to 29 Cuban cities after attracting 440,000 visitors and
registering almost 1 million book salesin the course of its 10 daysin Havana. The president of the fair's
organizing committee, aswell as of the Cuban Book Ingtitute (ICL), Iroel Sanchez, said that every aspect of
the fair exceeded expectations, thanks to the response of the reading public. (February, Domestic Affairs)

The Frankfurt Book Fair will have to do without Cubathis October. The communist country cancelled its
participation after Germany withdrew from the 2004 Book Fair in Havana. In aletter, the Cuban Book
Ingtitute told the Frankfurt Book Fair management that Cuba would not take part in the industry's biggest
trade event, book fair spokesman Holger Ehling said. (September, Foreign Affairs)

A handful of German publishers plan to ignore aforeign ministry decision to boycott an international book
fair in Cuba over human rights abuses, Berlin daily Junge Welt reported. A spokesman for the Berlin-based
"Havana Book Fair 2004 Office," Reinhard Thiele, told the newspaper that the group was acting to
"motivate publishers, authors and artists to participate” and that at least five publishing houses had already
signed on. Thiele sharply criticized Germany's boycott. (September, Foreign Affairs)

General

Two Cuban émigrés, novelist Edmundo Desnoes, and storyteller and journalist Mayra Montero, are part of
thejury for the Casade las Américasliterary award in Havana. (January, Domestic Affairs)

Nine undiscovered indigenous sites, probably more than 5,000 years old, were found in Mayari in the
eastern region of Cuba, Granma newspaper reported. According to researcher Elena Guarch, from the
Cuban Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment (CITMA), this and other previous discoveriesin
the zone are particularly relevant since they give clues of the time and characteristics of the earliest
presence of humansin Cuba. Guarch believes estimates can be made as to the origin of these groups from
the weather conditions of the period, the emergence of land that brought Cuba closer to the Bahamas and
the latter to Florida, facilitating the crossing of the great fauna existing and later the native peoples. (March,
Domestic Affairs)

Cubasfirst ephemeral art festival lasted barely an hour and a half, until the butter paintings and ice

scul ptures began to melt, the children ate the cupcakes hung from atree and a grand piano went up in
flames. There were scul ptures made from flowers, paper and cardboard egg trays and blindfolded domino
players, al competing for the best exhibit of transitory art in asquare in Havanasinner city. A tower of ice
with booksinside, evoking the Alexandrialibrary and lighthouse of ancient Egypt, melted in the tropical
heat. Children swarmed around atree, grabbing at chocolate cupcakes, which artists had hung like mobiles.
The most elaborate entry was 'The Four Seasons,' aseries of relief paintings made of butter by hotel chef
Jorge Gonzalez, who copied the fruit and flower portraits of 16th Century Italian painter Giussepe
Arcimboldo. (June, Domestic Affairs)

The 3rd Congress for Culture and Development, on the relationship of art, heritage, identity and economy,
is meeting in Havanawith participation of over 800 delegates from 37 countries. Thisisthe largest meeting
of itskind, and was summoned by the Cuban Culture Ministry to debate ties between development and



culture, in forums, plenary sessions and conferences. The nations with the greatest number of delegates are
Venezuela, Mexico, Colombia, Italy, France, Brazil and Guatemaa. Ministers of Culture from Guatemala,
Mozambique, Mali, Haiti and Ecuador; vice ministers from Venezuela, Virgin Idands and Angola, as well
as representatives from the UN, UNESCO, SELA (The Latin American Economic System), and the Andres
Bello Covenant are attending. (June, Foreign Affairs)

A new hit movieis sweeping Havana, with rave reviews and long lines of film-goers. The movie "Suite
Habana," by Cuban filmmaker Fernando Pérez, is said by some to already be considered a masterpiece. The
interesting aspect of this particular filmisthe audio track -- which is practically without words, only the
sounds of the Cuban capital. Critics say that the photography and sound effects accurately tell the story of a
modern-day Havana. (June, Domestic Affairs)

Fidel Castro attended the gala celebration of the V ocational Workshop of the National School of Ballet.
Thousands of young students of ballet enjoyed a cultural presentation at Havana's Karl Marx Theater.
Following the gala, the Cuban leader went backstage and personally spoke with the children and their
professors, praising them for the performance. (Radio Habana Cuba, 3/7/03, Domestic Affairs)

Compay Segundo, who catapulted to world stardom in his 90s with the Grammy-winning record Buena
Vista Socia Club, has died. He was 95. Born Maximo Francisco Repilado Mufioz, the wiry, cigar-smoking
musician carried traditional Cuban music to the world and was honoured with a Grammy in 1997, when he
was 90. He set audiences dancing from Havana to Paris with Buena Vista Social Club hitsincluding Chan
Chan, which brought modern appeal to amusical genre that had largely been forgotten. He died two days
after attending atribute concert hosted by his sons, Salvador and Basilio, at Havana's Hotel Nacional,
where aconcert room is dedicated to him. (July, Domestic Affairs)

Celia Cruz, the Cuban singer who began performing in 1949 with La Sonora Matancerain Cuba and later
became an internationally known salsa star and symbol of Cuban culture, died at her homein New Jersey.
Her husband Pedro Knight, and family and friends were at her side. Celiadied of complications resulting
from surgery in December to remove a brain tumor. She wasthe latest in a series of legendary Latin
performers to succumb in recent years, following master percussionist Tito Puente, bandleader and
composer Chico O'Farrill and percussionist Ramén "Mongo" Santamaria. With them and others, she helped
define Latin music for decades and influenced countless performers of various genres from around the
world. Cdlia, who left Cubain 1961, was aso known for her staunch opposition to Fidel Castro's
government. In Miami, the singer's death was met with shock and dismay. Though she abhorred the idand's
communist government, she was proud of Cuba's longstanding ability to produce world-class musicians.
(July, Exile Community)

Itis reported that over 400, 000 persons have visited the Beaux Arts Museum, in Havana. The building
underwent remodelling in 1996 to create the technical and environmental control infrastructure required for
the utmost preservation of its valuable assets. (July, Domestic Affairs)

Thousands of young Cubans who took part in the Havana Rap Festival heard rhyming local musicians
touch on subjectsincluding prostitution, racism, social exclusion and escape to freedom with a degree of
critical irreverence uncommon on thisisland. The weeklong festival, which brought together more than 70
Cuban and foreign hip-hop groups in Havanafor a series of discussions and concerts, was marked by
protest songs. The annual event, which is sponsored by the government's Institute of Music and a
communist youth organization, has become the main showcase for Cuban rap groups and a unique window
on the grievances and aspirations of Cuba's young people. (August, Domestic Affairs)

The 11th Havana International Theater Festival was a great success with an avalanche of young people who
defied the rain to crowd theaters, halls, museums, squares and parks. Avidly, 55,000 people attended the
performances of 180 foreign artists from 15 countries and the best of Cuban theater, in a 10-day exchange.
Two of the most applauded groups were Teatro Tierra (Earth Theatre) from Colombia, and Batida Teatro,
from Denmark. (September, Domestic Affairs)



Every two years atheater festival takes place in Havana featuring many of the nation's best groups, plus
some from abroad. Julian Gonzal ez, president of the National Theater Council and the International Theater
Festival organizing committee, said that performers from Argentina, Austria, Benin, Chile, Colombia,
Denmark, Ecuador, Guadel oupe, Italy, Korea, Mexico, Panama, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Slovenia, Spain,
Switzerland and the United States are expected to attend. (September, Foreign Affairs)

Fernando Perez's film, Suite Habana, opened the 51st San Sebastian Film Festival. "That's how they are.
They livelike that," said the director, talking about the 10 Cubans featured in the documentary-style film
about aday inthelife of theidand's capital. All were strangers to him, apart from the rail way worker who
plays the saxophone at night and is a neighbor of Perez. Two of the main characters are a 10-year-old boy
with Down's Syndrome and his father. Another isadisillusioned and solitary old lady, who sells peanuts
for aliving. Suite Habana shows all their stories, without dialogue or narration, with the action unfolding
through the images, streets sounds and music of the city. (September, Foreign Affairs)

Professors and students at the Higher Ingtitute of Arts highlighted the vital contribution of the "trova' and
its essential presence in times of revolutionary change at the inauguration of the academic year 2003-4. In
the presence of Fidel Castro, founder artists and others who have contributed to the Nueva Trova
movement received the ingtitution's Diploma of Artistic Merit. (October, Domestic Affairs)

The Cuban film industry, one of the sectors most affected by the economic depression that has hit the
country over the past ten years, will produce eight new filmsin 2003, said Omar Gonzél ez, president of the
Cuban Ingtitute of Artsand Film Industries (ICAIC). In statements to reporters, Gonza ez pointed out that
therecovery of Cuba'sfilm industry has been slow. "It is expensive to make films," said Gonzalez, adding
that many steps have been taken to revitalize the industry. "Raoble de Olor" by Rigoberto Lépez; "Entre
Ciclones' by Enrique Colina; "Suite Havana' by Fernando Pérez; "Mas Vampiros en La Habana' by Juan
Padron, and "Bailando Cha Cha Cha' by Manuel Herrera, are some of the new films. Thelist also includes
"Perfecto Amor Equivocado” by Gerardo Chijona, "Aungue Estes Lejos" by Juan Carlos Tabio, and "Tres
Historias de Amor" by three young producers. (October, Domestic Affairs)

Cuba's National Assembly of People's Power (Cuban Parliament) agreed to acknowledge the work of the
country's cultural workers, dueto their crucia contribution to the Revolution. "Let this homage reach the
humblest worker for his undertaking”, stressed Ricardo Alarcon, President of the legidative body whose
first ordinary session of its sixth legislature was held at Havana's Convention Palace, and which was
presided over by Fidel and Radl Castro. (October, Domestic Affairs)

Education and culture are passionate issues," affirmed Fidel Castro, speaking during the discussion of the
Ministry of Culture report, presented by its head, Abel Prieto at the 1st Ordinary Session of the 6th
Legidature of the National Assembly. "Both are intimately connected,” he commented, "because without
the national education system set in motion by the Revolution in 1959 arts education would not have
developed." (October, Domestic Affairs)

Fidel Castro reiterated the need to give the Cuban people a genera integral culture that would help them to
better understand the international situation. "I am convinced that talent is massive and any person has the
talent to do several things," said the president in a parliamentary session that analyzed areport by the
Culture Minister. In a speech motivated by the information given by Culture Minister Abel Prieto to
deputies, the Cuban leader made it clear that the concept of general integral culture coversartistic culture.
Fidel Castro explained to delegates participating in the 1st Ordinary Period of Sessions of the 6th
Legidature of the Unicamera Parliament that political cultureis essential to understand today's world. That
iswhy the Cuban government is promoting several educational, cultural and socia programs. (October,
Domestic Affairs)

A concert attended by Fidel Castro was offered at Lennon Park as the eighth Havana Arts Biennial
continuesin the Cuban capital. Castro watched artists cover a Sherman tank with white sheets to protest
wars. The peace concert in Havana's Lennon Park drew at least 2,000 people. Y oko's sister Setsuko Ono, a
sculptor and former World Bank loans official, took to the stage to praise communist-run Cubafor



contributing to peace by building an egalitarian society with free access to education and health care for all.
"The words peace, demaocracy and human rights are being manipulated by politicians around the world,"
Ono, 62, said. Castro, 77, looked tired as he listened to musicians play songs by the Beatles, whose music
his government banned in the '60s and "70s. Cuba's Nationa Choir closed singing Imagine in English.
(November, Domestic Affairs)

Strains of congamusic will bein the air along Havana's "Malecon" seaside drive as the Havana carnivals
opened with a spirited children's parade. Some one hundred popular musical groupswill play for street
dances throughout the city. The parades will feature twelve ornate floats complete with musical groups and
dancers aloft. There will be a specia float carrying extravagantly costumed dancers from the famous
Tropicana nightclub and there will be numerous groups of competing street dancing ensembles. The eight-
day music and dance extravaganzais being held for the first time in November, coinciding with the 484th
anniversary of the city of Havana. (November, Domestic Affairs)

Dance Cuba, acompany of women, does more than blend the Cuban dance traditions. It turns aspects of
folk dance, flamenco, ballet and Afro-Cuban dance into atheatrical kaleidoscope. Lizt Alfonso, the troupe's
director, has devel oped a style that emphasizes constantly shifting geometrical formations. Asa
performance at Bradway's New Victory Theater revealed, her marveloudly drilled dancers move with split-
second precision and unflagging energy. There were moments when the pace and patterning became
somewhat relentless, but monotony never became a problem because the program lasted only about 80
minutes. Instead, Dance Cuba's vi gor set the audience cheering. Most of the choreography was by Ms.
Alfonso, with additional contributions by Y anet Rodriguez and Liliet Rivera. (November, Domestic
Affairs)

The 15th Wemilere African Roots Festival, is dedicated to the culture of Cape Verde, according to the
Organizing Committee. The reflection on African legacy will be featured with an artistic contest and
creation workshops, video tape projections, galas, concerts, aliterary forum and tours of Havana's historical
villaof Guanabacoa, seat of the event. (November, Domestic Affairs)

The disquieting Cuban film " Suite Habana' swept the awards at Havana's New Latin American Film
Festival, an important regional film showcase. " Suite Habana' documents aday in thelife of a dozen
Cubans who struggle with the harsher side of life in revolutionary Cuba. The characters do not smile or
speak aword. The film by Fernando Perez -- an 80-minute rapid sequence of images, sounds and music --
won best picture, director, music and soundtrack. "It isthe most important prize | could receive and it
belongs to the public which viewed the film with such emotion," Perez told the press. (December,
Domestic Affairs)

The International Fair of Craftsmanship FIART 2003, taking place at Havana's PABEX PO Fairgrounds,
includes participants from 37 countries, including some coming for the first time, such as CostaRica,
Malaysia, Sri Lankaand Serbia. The contribution of Mexico, Peru, Colombia and Argentinato the 9th
edition consolidates these nations as permanent fixtures of the event held this year under the slogan
Craftwork, Design and Everyday Life. The Cuban exhibition included 93 artists and 37 state companies
that represent Cuban craftwork and semi-industrial production. (December, Domestic Affairs)

The children songs festival “Singing to the Sun” came to a close at the Karl Marx theatre in Havana. The
fegtival, organized by the Children and Y oung Programs division of Cuba stelevision, paid tribute to all
teacherson their day. (December, Domestic Affairs)

Havana' s Art Biennial

Asaresult of the arrest of 75 Cuban cultural and social activistsin recent months and their being sentenced
to harsh terms of imprisonment of up to 28 years, the Prince Claus Fund has decided not to provide
financial support to the 8th Havana Biennial, which will be held in November 2003. All those sentenced
were engaged in critical Cuban cultural and social arenas. The convictions signal asignificant deterioration
of the situation for intellectuals and artists. The body responsible for organising the 8th Havana Biennial,



whichisan internationally acclaimed platform for non-western art, is associated with the government and
has not distanced itself from the policy of prosecution. As aresult, the Prince Claus Fund is forced to
withdraw its collaboration. (August, Domestic Affairs)

Cubasinternationally renowned art festival, the Biennial of Havana, has become the latest victim of soured
relations between Europe and the communist island. While the event will be held as planned later this year,
it will have to make do with about $200,000 less than expected, now that three European foundations have
withdrawn their support. "It's a heavy blow," Rafagl Acostade Arriba, president of Cuba's National Council
of Plagtic Arts, acknowledged Friday. The event, featuring about 300 exhibitions around Havana, will now
have a budget of about $156,000, he said. Acostade Arribatold reporters that the groups withdrawing
fundsthisyear include the Prince Claus Foundation, named for the late husband of Queen Beatrix of the
Netherlands. Two other foundations, one Dutch and the other French, also withdrew their aid proposals, he
said. (August, Domestic Affairs)

Miami-based artists Roberto Behar and Rosario Marquardt, whose work was shown this summer at the
Miami Art Museum, said in aphone interview that they were sending aletter to HavanaBiennia
organizers explaining their decision not to attend. "Everyone punished by the government in Cuba lately
has been fighting peacefully for basic cultura freedoms," Behar said in a phone conversation. "It's very
difficult to participate in anything the government sponsored.” (September, US-Cuba Relations)

In spite of thefinancial cutbacks by European government entities, the opening ceremony of the Eighth
Havana Biennia was held at the Plaza Vigja. The Centro Wifredo Lam, the event's principal organizer,
opened with works by Panamanian artist Humberto Veléz, titled Because Love Exists, and in the tenement
building La California -where famous Cuban musician Chano Pozo was born--, famous Cuban artists
Manuel Mendive, Choco, and Raoberto Diago exhibited their works. The Museum of Fine Arts, where
severa sidebar exhibits are hosted, will be the center of debates on subjects such as Art for Life-organized
by Canadas "Le Lieu™-, in which well known curators will participate. Havana's San Carlos de la Cabafia
Fortress has also become a huge exhibition areafor 100 artists participating in the Biennial, aswell asthe
Cuba Pavilion, where the works of 27 artistsare on display. The Havana-based Casa de las Américas
cultural ingtitution opened a space in its Ernesto Guevara Hall as part of the Havana Biennial, which
included the auction "Each Child Saved isaWork of Art" ("Cadanifio salvado es una obra maestro"). Fifty
Cuban artistsjoined the effort. The proceeds will be donated to the Pediatric Hospital's Oncology and
Hematology Ward in the central Cuban province of VillaClara. (November, Domestic Affairs)

The plurdistic nature of the Havana Arts Biennial, which emerged in 1984, is being called into questionin
its eighth edition as a space for artists of the devel oping South. The withdrawal of two artists and the
subsequent debate about artistic freedoms on the socialist-governed island have cast a shadow over this
year's exhibition. A cloud hovers over the programme by the intense debate about artistic freedom in Cuba,
triggered by the decision of artists Alexander Apdéstol of Venezuela and PriscilaMoge of CostaRicato pull
out of the biennial. The result of what Cuban cultural officials referred to as a"media campaign™ against
theidiand wasthe retraction of funds for the biennia pledged by institutions from the Netherlands and
France. To confront the crisis, the organisers turned to the Cuban government, which at the last minute
agreed to provide alow budget of 156,000 dollars, lessthan initially planned, but enough to go forward
with the exhibition. (November, Domestic Affairs)

A not-so-positive view of current times lurks behind most of the major works of art on show at the 8th
Biennial of Arts, in La Cabafia and in the more than 100 parallel expositions at other venues throughout the
city. A reflection of society, with amultiplicity of readings, can be found among the works by Cuban
artists, with Cuban themes. "Autobiografia’, aparallel show by Tania Brugueras at the National Museum of
Fine Arts, includes agallery painted completely white, with arostrum, a microphone and sound equipment
that emits revolutionary slogans with the sound distorted. A double line of television setsin which the
screens have been replaced by black barsiswhat artist Y oan Capote has on show. Meanwhile, Adrian
Rumbaut encloses typical scenes of Cuban everyday lifein cages made of iron, some in the shape of
houses. Only one cageis open. It holds a photo of aboy wearing the uniform of the "pioneers’, a
government-run organisation of school-age children. The boy is saluting the Cuban flag. It isastrong and
well-produced piece of art, "as one can feel the sensation of being enclosed just by entering aroom that is



only half-lit," said Gustavo Ramirez, an expert in art history. According to Ramirez, the Cuban presencein
the biennial confirms areturn to one of the predominant art trends of the late 1980s and early 1990s. "An
art that is very open to socid criticism, to debate,” he said. (November, Domestic Affairs)

DISSIDENTS

Activities and Statements

Cuban dissident leader Oswaldo José Paya Sardifias denied that the Cuban people are gambling on the
death of Fidel Castroto gain their rights and freedom. The Cuban people are not basing their struggle or
their hopes on the death of Castro, because thisisacivic struggle and [not] thinking about the other "we
cal it biological fatalism: waiting for a person to die so that people can obtain freedom and rights,”" he said.
(January, Domestic Affairs)

Cubans themselves can influence the time when Fidel Castro's totalitarian regime will fall, Cuban dissident
Oswado Payatold journalists when laying flowers to the memorial to the victims of the communist regime
at the Wencedas Square in Prague's Center. He said that Cubans' basic rights should be respected. Paya
said that the parliamentary elections which ended with another victory of the ruling Communistsin Cuba
were undemacratic. (January, Domestic Affairs)

Member groups of the Pinar del Rio Coordinadora Democratica, which includes about 20 banned
organizationsin Cuba, met at the headquarters of the Partido Democratico 30 de Noviembre “ Frank Pais’
to debate the Propuesta de M edidas Para Salir de la Crisis en Cuba (Proposed Measures to Come out of the
Crisisin Cuba), prepared by the All United Movement (Movimiento Todos Unidos), whose spokesman is
Vladimiro Roca. (February, Domestic Affairs)

Cuban moderate opposition groups announced that they will submit before the UN Human Rights
Commission (HRC) aletter endorsed by over 30 thousand citizens, denouncing human rights violationsin
Cuba. (March, Domestic Affairs)

More than 35,000 Cubans, ranging from dissidents to militant supporters of the governing Communist
Party, took part in a survey on a"Charter of Fundamental Rightsand Duties," opposition groups said. A
codition of 67 Cuban organizations from across the political and social spectrum - including groups on the
island and some in exile- promoted theinitiative. The promoters of the "Citizen Charter,” the final draft of
which is scheduled to be ready in April, hope this "will be an instrument for supporting the rule of law in
Cuba, for initiating anational dialogue on human rights and for forming a popular culture of citizenship."
"We are very satisfied with this national survey, a democratic, participative process," Manuel Cuesta, a
member of theillegal opposition alliance that sponsored the survey, said at a press conference. (March,
Domestic Affairs)

Six prominent Cuban dissidents began a hunger strike of indefinite duration to demand the release of the
island regime's political prisoners. They put particular emphasis on the rel ease of opposition activist Oscar
Elias Biscet. Marta Beatriz Roque, Felix Bonne, Rene Gomez Manzano, Nelson Aguiar, Orlando Zapata
and Nelson Malinet began afast in an apartment in Havana's V edado neighborhood. The effort is backed
by the Assembly to Promote a Civil Society, an "alternative" Congress organized by Rogque and others that
comprises some 300 Cuban opposition groups. (March, Domestic Affairs)

Theidand's leading opposition groups asked the European Union not to include Cubain an agreement
offering trade advantages and help to developing nations until the nation improvesits civil rights record.
The government opponents made their request in adeclaration delivered to visiting EU Development
Commissioner Poul Nielson, in Havanato open anew EU mission. "In the opinion of those signing this
declaration, it is evident that the current Cuban government has not satisfied aminimum of the proposals,”
said the document. Those who signed it included veteran human rights activist Elizardo Sanchez;
Vladimiro Roca, aformer military pilot-turned-dissident and son of alate revered Communist Party leader,
and Marta Beatriz Roque, a dissident economist who heads an umbrella group of opposition organizations.


http://pscuba.org/articulos/reformas.htm#Propuesta%20de%20Medidas
http://www.cosodecu.org/new_page_10.htm

(March, Foreign Affairs)

Cuba dissident, Oswaldo Pay4, leader of the Christian Liberation Movement (MCL ), has sent an appeal to
tourists visiting the island to show solidarity with the dissdent movement and to take part in
demongtrations. “We call on al foreignersvisiting our country: declare solidarity, take part in
demonstrations. Declare yourselves to be in favour of a (democratic) opening in Cuba’, said Paya. “We do
not want pressurefrom the United States, much less an intervention”, he replied to a question on whether
recent US statements hel p the dissident movement. “We neither believe in the effectiveness of the embargo
nor have we asked for it”, he added. (April, Domestic Affairs)

Miriam Leiva, wife of Oscar Espinosa Chepe, one of the Cuban dissidentsinjail, sent aletter to US
President George Bush asking him not to reinforce measures against Cuba: "It would be used as pretext to
enhance the repression on those who have overcome fear, and express their ideas, continue informing as
independent journalists, are human rights activists or pacific opponents’, the letter says. "It would augment
the hardship of the Cuban people, if the remittances were curtailed.” "Hundreds of thousands of American
visiting Cuba could contribute to the flow of ideas, and the progress of democracy"”. "The possible sa e of
medications and food could demonstrate if in fact the Cuban government is capable of buying, or if the lack
of them isdueto its econonic and productive inefficiency”. (May, US-Cuba Relations)

Cuba's leading dissident accused the Communist government on the island of manipulating fears of an
Americaninvasion to justify its harsh line on opposition. Oswaldo Paya, the leader of the VarelaProject
petition drive seeking personal and political freedoms, emphasized that any resolution to Cuba's politica
situation must be peaceful and home-grown. He added that Cuban officials have seized upon President
George W. Bush's decision to invade Iraqg to darm the Cuban public over a possible American invasion,
even though Bush administration officials have rejected that possibility. "The proposition isthat we
continue with this order without rights or face a supposed invasion from the United States," Payasaidin a
telephone interview from his Havana home. (May, US-Cuba Relations)

The Cuban left-wing dissident organization Arco Progresista (Progressive Coalition) chastised Fidel
Castro's government for withdrawing Cuba's request for accession to the Cotonou Agreement with the
European Union (EU) and demanded "political rationality" to avoid isolation within the international
community. (May, Foreign Affairs)

Five of Cubastop dissidentsissued a"declaration of principles' that called for unity among opponents of
Fidel Castro but acknowledged rifts in the dissident movement and denounced individualism in the ranks.
Signed by Elizardo Sanchez, Gustavo Arcos Bergnes, Vladimiro Roca, René Gomez Manzano and Félix
Bonne Carcasés, the declaration endorses the right of Castro opponents to "launch projects, initiatives and
diverse working ideas" but rejects "any assumption that dissident organizationsin general are under the
obligation or duty to support them. "No person is entitled to speak on behalf of the whole of the
dissidence," the document cautions. "Any pronouncements made by anyone must be formulated only in the
name of the organization or group itself." (July, Domestic Affairs)

The US Center for International Policy (CIP) released a statement by Cuban dissident Rene Gomez
Manzano, speaking on behalf of two of Cuba'slargest coalitions of political dissidents, hisown
organization, "Asamblea para Promover la Sociedad Civil" (Assembly for the Promotion of Civil Society),
and "Todos Unidos' (All United), led most notably by Vladimiro Roca and Elizardo Sanchez. In his
statement, recorded on camerafor an upcoming conference in Washington by representatives of CIP
visiting Havana, Dr. Gomez Manzano urges internationa support for those arrested in the 100 days since
the Cuban government's crackdown against political dissent began - especially for prisonersin need of
medical assistance. Informed that human rights organizations, business groups, public policy groups,
congressiona leaders and other representatives of US public opinion have launched acampaign to lift the
ban on the travel of American citizens to Cuba, Dr. Gomez Manzano said: "My colleagues, and the internal
dissidentsand | are sure that this question will be solved in accordance with the secular traditions of the
United States: traditions of freedom, tradition of demaocracy, and tradition, traditions of respect for human
rights and traditions of international solidarity. (July, US-Cuba Relations)



Members of the Cuban internal opposition hailed a statement from the European Union blasting theidand's
communist regime for human rights abuses as an important element of support for Cuba's people. Elizardo
Sanchez, head of an outlawed commission on human rights, said the EU statement "isfully justified by the
abysmal state of civil, political and economic rightsin Cuba." Vladimiro Roca, representing the opposition
codlition Todos Unidos (All United), was aso pleased with what he described as a"very measured”
declaration from the European Union. (July, Foreign Affairs)

Cuban dissidents criticized Fidel Castro's decision to cut off political dialogue with the European Union
and reject any assistance from the 15-member bloc. They said such intransigence will only harm the
island's people, aready hard pressed by afatering economy. Vladimiro Roca, speaking for the opposition
Todos Unidos (All United) movement, said the situation created by Castro's decision borders on the
"absurd.” "It can be explained by the fact that the government, and specifically Fidel Castro, does not suffer
the problems the Cuban people face regarding food, work, transportation and housing," he told the press.
"Clearly he can regject (the aid), and that means heis totally selfish and has no regard whatsoever for the
Cuban people," said Roca. (July, Foreign Affairs)

Two Cuban organizations participating in the "Assembly To Promote Civil Society," composed of more
than 350 Cuban opposition groups and directed by Marta Beatriz Roque, have been incorporated into the
"Cuban National Congress' (in Miami), an entity of arepresentative parliamentary nature. Both
organizations, "The Cuban Human Rights Foundation,”" founded by Juan Carlos Gonzédes Leyva, the blind
lawyer who is now a political prisoner in Cuba, and the "Cuban Democratic Coalition," are presided over
by Reinaldo Cosano Alén. Theinclusion of these two organizations as commissions of the "Cuban National
Congress' took effect August 7, 2003. (August, Domestic Affairs)

Manuel Cuesta Morua, main promoter of the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Duties of the Cuban
People, denied that his codlition's proposal was an aternative to the Varela Project democracy effort, which
Fidel Castro's government has rejected as unconstitutional. Like the document released, the Varela Project
seeks wide human and economic rights, but it began as a signature gathering drive to seek avotersinitiative
on laws that would guarantee those liberties. While those signing the Varela Project were required to list
their names, addresses and government identity numbers, participants in the newest survey were
anonymous. The groups said respondents to the survey were from all of Cuba's 14 provinces and ranged
politically from anti-government activists to Communist Party members. "This project is about human
rights, not politicslike Varela," Cuesta Morua said. He said project organizers received no reports of
government repression against survey takers. (September, Domestic Affairs)

The Cuban independent journalist movement has published anew issue of its bimonthly magazine "De
Cuba," despite the fact that many of its members are serving long prison sentences. The 62-page
publication, published by the Manudl Marquez Sterling Journalists' Association, is dedicated to the
dissidents sent to jail after the latest crackdown on theisland. (September, Domestic Affairs)

Nobel Prize nominee and last year's winner of the Sakharov prize, Oswaldo Paya Sardifias, explainsin an
interview why heisnot ableto travel to Europe to discuss the political situationin Cuba. "My government
hasits own mechanismsto stop me from going - even though | have a passport and avisato get to the EU",
he said. Paya Sardifias was supposed